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amongst the frontier tribes and chiefs over the border,
many of whom are under the suzerain authority of the
Kashmir Ruler, should be guarded against. When
the Gil git Agency was established in 1877 the princi-
pal object was ' to collect and enable the British
Government to obtain early and authentic informa-
tion of the course of events in the frontier districts of
Kashmir, and to establish friendly relations with the
communities of the frontier'. The effect of the
recent internal troubles in the State on the frontier
chiefs and communities can very well be imagined.
The allegiance of the small frontier States to the
Kashmir Maharaja will soon be an historic fiction,
unless the whole position is reviewed in the light of
recent events. In a recent book on the problem
of the North-West Frontier Mr. C. Colhn Davies
has exhaustively dealt with the menace from Central
Asia and considered all questions affecting the defence
of India as having a very important bearing on the
political problem The urgent problem of Kashmir,
which is an all-India problem, is to give the subjects
of the Maharaja a just and firm Government and
adequately to guard the Kashmir frontiers The
Kashmir Rulers have not been able to provide these
at any stage during her past history, and now the
repercussion of the communal differences in British
India are having a further disturbing effect upon the
people ' A weighty responsibility lies on the British
Government that it should guide their destinies